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VA Participates in Area Wide Emergency Preparedness Drill
Fayetteville, Ark. – The Veterans Health Care System of the Ozarks (VHSO) will participate in the Northwest Arkansas Terrorist Bombing Regional Drill on June 8, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. to test and evaluate emergency preparedness.
"Testing and ensuring that our Emergency Management plans and procedures are effective is essential,” said Kathleen R. Fogarty, Medical Center Director.  "This is particularly true in light of all of the recent flooding and tornados in the Northwest Arkansas and Southwest Missouri area."

VHSO will partner with 12 hospitals from throughout Northwest Arkansas to conduct the Terrorist Bombing Regional Drill.  Hospitals span from Eureka Springs and Harrison to Siloam Springs and Fayetteville.  This drill will provide the 13 hospitals the opportunity to exercise their emergency response plans, policies and procedures that would be enacted in the event of a real disaster in the community.  The goal is to evaluate current response plans and capabilities of the facilities and determine how these can be improved.  The Terrorist Bombing Regional Drill will test specific facility capabilities including interface and interoperable communications among the hospitals, integration of patient reception and surge, and management of biohazard services during an emergent event.


“Participating in VA and community-wide emergency management drills are vital for testing our true capabilities during an emergency” said Avon Haury, Chief Safety, Emergency and Operations Management.  “VHSO is able to identify areas of weakness that we can improve upon prior to an actual emergency.”

For additional information regarding the Northwest Arkansas Terrorist Bombing Regional Drill and VHSO’s Emergency Management program, please contact Avon Haury at 479-587-5807 or visit VHSO’s Emergency Management website.
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